232            GERMANY'S REVOLUTION OF DESTRUCTION
dynamism, Germany would have to give up her aspirations in
the north-east, the so-called "Prussian task," and also all idea of
reducing Poland to the rank of a Miltelstaat or secondary State
to the dimensions envisaged by Germany in the Great War,
It does not seem that the National Socialist leaders are ready
to agree to an apportionment of interests with Poland in the
same way as with Italy. The past twenty years of Poland's
existence as a State have confirmed in the opinion of some
influential groups in Germany the view formerly held in
another political quarter, that Poland is suffering above all
from the size and unproductiveness of the territory under her
rule, which involves her in expenditure beyond her means in
maintaining her position as a great military State. In any case,
the National Socialist policy in regard to Poland is neither clear
nor consistent.
Above all, to permit Poland to play the part of a Great
Power in the east would conflict with Hitler's "Testament,"
in which he declares that he would never "tolerate" the
existence of a second military Power in the east. There would
be little point in manoeuvring the greatest military Power in
the west, France, into voluntary capitulation, only to allow
another to grow up in the east.
The conception of a novel alliance on an essentially military
basis and with rigid authoritarian leadership, not to say
domination, from a centre, is only possible through the over-
whelming superiority of power of the central State over all its
allies. The existence of another Great Power garlanded with
States under its leadership would lead to a repetition of the
historic relation between Austria and Prussia in the old German
Federation. Consequently, in spite of all territorial assurances,
German hegemony implies the necessity sooner or later of
reducing Poland to her barest ethnographic frontiers, with a
population of eighteen to twenty-two millions.